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I\tr,  Chaiman  & Gentlemen 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  for 


the  year  1941 


Owing  to  the  continuation  of  the  war,  I regret  that 


only  a modified  report  can  he  submitted. 


During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  extra  duties 


connected  with  the  war  devolved  upon  the  small  Health  Staff,  and 
I hope  that  during  the  coming  year  more  attention  can  be  paid  to 
health  matters,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  important 
subject  of  clean  milk  production.  Unfortunately,  however,  war- 
time transport  restrictions  do  not  permit  an  adequate  supervision 
of  dairy  farms  in  a large  rural  area.  The  health  of  the  community 
has  remained  good,  and  there  have  been  no  serioiis  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease.  The  shortage  of  v/ater  during  the  summer  months 
has  continued  to  cause  hardship  both  in  farms  and  villages,  but  here 
again  adequate  schemes  must  be  postponed  until  after  the  war. 

Since  taking  up  my  duties  in  July  I am  indebted  to  the 
Members  of  the  Council  for  support  in  matters  relating  to  my  Department, 
I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obe " ’ 


Health, 
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VITMiSTATISTICS ; Registrar  General *s  Figures  for  1941* 

Ccmparative  Table  of  Birth  Rates, 


This  Area, 

Boys  102 ) 
Girls  123 ) 

This  Area, 

Boys  3 ) 
Girls  3) 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 
Birth  Rate, 

12,8  per 
thousand, 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Birth  Rate, 

0.33  per 
thousand. 


England  & Wales 
Birth  Rate, 

14,2  per 
thousand. 


England  & Y/ales 
Still  Births, 

0.  51  per 
thousand. 


Comparative  Table  of  Death  Rates, 


This  Area, 


England  & Wales, 


Deaths  of  Infants) 
\inder  one  year  ) 


Death  Rate 


69 


This  Area, 


Males  118) 
Females  Il6) 


Not  given 


59 


Number  of  Deaths, 


Bigland  & Wales, 
Not  given. 


Death  Rats  13.2  per  thousand. 


12,9  per  thousand. 


Causes  of  Death, 


Whooping  Cough  2 
Diphtheria  1 
Tuberculosis  4 
Influenza  4 
Encephalitis  1 
Cancer  31 
Diabetes  3 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc,  38 
Heart  Disease  66 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases  3 
Bronchitis  14 


Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 
Maternal  Causes 
Pramature  Birth  & other 
Road  Accident  (causes. 

Other  Violent  Causes. 

All  other  causes  32 

Pneumonia  2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  4 
Ulcer  of  Stauach  1 


Total  - 

NOTIFIG/iTIONS  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

234. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1540, 

23 

194L, 

12 

Diphtheria 

6 

21 

Mtasles 

216 

145 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

62 

Pneunonia 

21 

10 

Erysipelas 

4 

2 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis 

9 

nil 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 
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These  figures  are  taken  from  the  register  k.ept  hy  this  department. 

There  \7as  a notable  increase  in  the  nianber  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
occuinring  during  the  year.  Of  the  21  cases  notified  in  the  area,  I3 
wore  children  under  the  age  of  15  years.  Of  these  I3  cases  3 v/ere 
children  under  the  age  of  5 years. 

The  Diphtheria  Zinmunisation  Scheme  aiill  not  have  had  an 
effect  on  the  incidence  of  this  disease  during  the  year,  since  the 
imra'uni.sation  sessions  v/ere  not  completed  until  Jlay  and  the  protection 
resulting  fram  this  treatment  does  not  take  full  effect  until  some 
months  later. 

TUB£R0UI;0S1;:3 . Dtiring  the  3'-ear  10  nev/  cases  v/ere  notified. 

Pulmonary.  Ilon-pulmonary. 

Males.  4.  2. 

Penaies . 3 c 1. 

DIPHTHERIA  PlfONISiVnON  SGHEIVIB. 

The  Council’s  Scheme  on  a sc3sio..m.l  basis  v/as  completed  by 
the  end  of  Ma^r.  At  least  tv/o  sessions  v/ero  held  in  each  school  and  in  all 
23  schools  in  the  area  'vere  visited.  The  .inoculations  v/ere,  in  most  cases, 
carried  out  by  general  practitioners,  the  f '^e,  payable  by  the  Council,  being 
one  and  a half  guJ.neas  per  tv/o  hours  sessicn. 

Prom  Jtuie,  and  until  further  noti...e,  the  Council  authorised  a 
continuous  scheme  v/h.ereby  children  Tip  to  the  age  of  15  years  could  be 
imitunised  at  their  doctor’s  surgery,  the  fee  of  2/6dc  per  injection  being 
paid  by  the  Council,  Supplies  of  Toxoict  for  vhc  inocu?-ati.cns  are  provided 
free  by  the  Goven^aent. 

Age  • 1 .(fer  5 years.  Age  over  5 years. 

Number  of  children  v/ho  i-eceived 

a full  course  of  immunisation  135  1.723. 

d’oring  tho  3/ear„ 

Estimated  percentage  of  child 

popu.lation  who  received  a full  7a  1^  6l,A^ 

course  of  immunisation  during 
the  year. 

It  ’vijJ.  be  seen  that  the  percentage  figure  ef  children  \mder  school  age 
v/ho  have  been  immunised  is  a very  poor  one,  lu  is  unfortunate  that  a certain 
amount  of  propaganda  against  immurd  sati  on  has  been  conducted  by  misguided 
individuals  in  the  local  press,  and  in  smalj.  village  communities,  public 
opinion  is  easily  influenced.  Fortunately,  ho./ever,  medical  practitioners 
can  use  their  influence  and  expert  luiov/lodgo  to  counteract  this,  and  I aiL 
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satisfied  that  in  this  area  doctors  are  co-operating  in  persuading  their 
patients  to  have  their  children  protected  against  diphtheria.  Head  Teachers 

too,  have  been  of  assistance  in  ascertaining  those  children  not  already 

• » 

innunised.  Circular  letters  were  issued  to  the  parents  of  these  children 
explaining  the  Council's  Scheme,  and  recommending  them  to  undergo  the 
treatment. 


GQVERM.IENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 


The  folloT/ing  figures  of  the  number  of  persons  billeted  or  housed 
by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Chief  Billeting  Officer, 

A.  B. 

Under  Goverrment  Evacuation  No^  of  persons  included 
Schaue  & Special  Schemes  for  in  colmn  'A*  from  the 
S.E.  coastal  towns  & London  London  evacuated  areas. 
Evacuation  Areas, 


At  31st  December  65O.  78. 

194-0. 

At  31st  December  4-91.  130. 

19a. 

Decrease  for  the  year  - 159. 

On  July  4th  81  children  and  three  teachers  were  received  into  the 
district  from  evacuation  areas  under  the  Government  scheme.  All  the  children 
were  medically  examined  at  the  Reception  Centre  in  Evenwood,  The  general 
condition  of  the  children,  particularly  in  regard  to  cleanliness,  was  good. 

One  child  wa.s  sent  to  the  temporary  Hostel  or  Sick  Bay  at  Stubb  House  Cottage, 
Winston,  for  medical  investigation,  but  was  later  proved  to  be  fit  for 
ordinary  billeting.  In  addition  to  this  child,  another,  evacuated  to  the 
Urban  District  and  found  to  be  suffering  fran  mild  scabies,  was  temporarily 
billeted  in  Stubb  House  Cottage,  Both. -children  did  well  during  their  stay 
there,  and  were  under  the  care  of  Mrs,  Peel,  an  evacuee  from  Hull,  with  her 
two  children. 

In  September  Ministry  of  Health  Officials  met  your  Medical  Officer 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  Winston  to  inspect  the  premises  previously  used 
as  a temporary  Hostel  and  Sick  Bay,  The  premises  known  as  the  Rectory  Cottage, 
Winston,  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  Ifermission  was  granted 
for  the  use  of  Stubb  House  Cottage  for  the  accommodation  of  two  or  three 
evacuees  who  might  require  special  billeting,  until  more  suitable 
accommodation  could  be  found. 
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AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

CaStiined  Exercises  were  held  during  th^  year  in  both  the 
Rural  and  Urban  Bisteiots,  in  which  Casualty  First  Aid,  and  Aabulance 
Parties  Barnard  Castle,.  Middleton-in-Teesdale  and  Evenwood  took  part.  ..  ' 

All  the  personnel,  concerned  showed  keeness  and  efficiency  in  the  carrying 
out  of  the  Exercises,  These  Exercises  are  essential  to  ensure  proper 
functioning  and  co-operation  of  the  services.  In  a large  Rural  Area, 
in  \iihich  personnel  are  on  a voluntary  part-time  basis,  a serious  problem, 
arises  in  the  difficulty  in  getting  together  sufficient  members  to  form  a 
party  after  an  ’alert’  has  sounded.  Seme  of  the  personnel  may  be  working 
on  night-shift,  and  in  other  cases,  after  a long  day’s  work  a short  ’alert’ 
during  the  night  may  be  overlooked^  or  it  is  considered  that,  no  bomb 
explosions  having  been  heard,  it  is  not  necessary  to  turn  up  at  the  depot. 
Again,  many  members  of  the  personnel  live  some  distance  from  the  depot  and 
delay  is  boimd  to  occur  before  reporting  for  duty. 

In  August  a Mobile  First  Aid  Post  was  allocated  to  Barnard  Castle, 

Dr.  J.G.  7ferd  of  Barnard  Castle  accepted  the  post  of  Medical  Office r-in-Charge, 
and  Mrs.  J.G,  yard  became  Rurse-in-Charge.  The  unit  was  called  to  an 

incident  in  the  Rural  Area  in  December  and  has  already,  therefore,  demonstrated 
its  usefulness. 

During  the  year  the  Middleton  and  Evenwood  First  Aid  Ib.rties  have 
held  frequent  Meetings  for  practice  and  discussion.  In  this  connection  I 
would  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  valuable  work  carried  out  by  Dr.  R,  Dawson 
of  Middleton  and  Dr,  R,  Milne  of  Evenv/ood,  Both  Dr,  Dawson  and  Dr.  Milne 
have,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  given  voluntarily  of  their  time  and 
skill  in  the  training  and  supervision  of  the  First  Aid  Parties  in  their 
districts.  Their  work  had  helped  greatly  in  maintaining  a good  standard  of 
efficiency  amongst  the  personnel,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  keeping  up 
interest  during  the  quiet  period  of  the  past  months. 

IKFART  7/ELFARE  & SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

Infant  welfare  clinics  were  held  as  before  at  monthly  intervals, 
at  Cockfield,  Butterknowle,  Staindrop  and  Middle ton-in-Teesdale. 

Fortnightly  temporary  school  clinics  were  also  held  at  Butterknowle  Council 
School  and  Evenwood  Church  of  England  School.  These  clinics  are 

administered  by  the  County  Council.  Attendances  at  the  School  Clinics  were 
moderate. 
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